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CONFERENCE CRAZINESS

NEW LAWS

The Ohio Valley Conference has seen some
unexpected outcomes in women’s
basketball just two conference games into
the season.

Read about some of the new laws that will go into effect in the state of Illinois
starting in 2019.
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New year, new me
Students share their
new year’s resolutions
By Hannah Shillo
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News

With a new year and new semester beginning, Eastern students shared their goals for
2019.
Holden Boyd, junior public relations major, said his new
year’s resolution was to eat better than he did last year.
“Here you’re catching me eating Chick-Fil-A,” he said, “so,
as you can tell, it’s going well.”
Boyd said his reasoning for
breaking his new year’s resolution was because it was the first
day of classes, and it seemed appropriate to take a quick break
from his new healthy lifestyle.
He said he intends to add
more color to his nutrition.
Te’Jah Green, senior business
management major, said she
had a lot of new year’s resolutions that she is taking on this
year.
“I want to take more pictures
of myself, because I don’t have
any pictures of myself,” she said.
In addition to her photos,

Green said she wants to continue to grow, dress better, travel
more and stop eating meat on
Mondays.
“I started meatless Mondays
today,” she said. “It’s been fine.
I had tofu chicken tenders and
fries for lunch.”
Gre e n s a i d s h e m a d e h e r
“meatless Mondays” resolution
as a way to live a healthier lifestyle than she already does.
“I go to the gym all the time,
and I eat pretty healthy,” she
said, “but I’ll have one cheat
day and it just continues, so I’m
trying to be more disciplined.”
Kristina Kelly, a junior finance major, said her new year’s
resolutions include daily yoga,
meditation and “dry January,”
where she avoids drinking alcohol for the month.
“I haven’t done (dry January)
before,” she said. “I’m older, I’m
25, so during the holidays you
just drink a little bit too much
wine, so I am trying to clear my
head and get ready for the semester.”
RESOLUTIONS, page 5
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Top 5 things students should know
about the government shutdown
By Corryn Brock
Associate News Editor | @corryn_brock
As the days add to what is currently the
third-longest U.S. government shutdown,
some have expressed concerns about what the
shutdown could mean for citizens as well as
students in higher education. Here’s what you
need to know.
1. The shutdown will not affect the student’s financial aid for the current school
year as the funding has already been disbursed.
Melinda Mueller, chair of the Political Science Department, said she does not think incoming financial aid will be heavily impacted
by the shutdown.
“Financial aid is something seen at every single university, and I really don’t think that the
government would cut those funds as a part of
a shutdown,” Mueller said. “It would have such
a devastating affect on students.”
2. Federal research funds will be available,
however no new payments will be made during the shutdown.
According to Inside Higher Ed, many recipients of National Science Foundation funds receive their funding in portions, and those who
do may miss payments during the shutdown.

As the shutdown comes down, peer-review
panels won’t meet and no new grants will be
rewarded, which will delay new grants until the
shutdown is over.
3. The shutdown is happening during a
busy time for the Internal Revenue Service,
who is currently working with around 12
percent of their staff.
According to CNBC, Russel T. Vought, the
acting director of the White House Office of
Management and Budget, said tax refunds will
still go out in spite of the shutdown.
It is currently unclear if the administration
holds the legal authority to give tax refunds
during a partial shutdown.
According to The Hill, House Democrats
plan to pass legislation this week to fund the
Treasury Department as well as the IRS in an
attempt to push Republicans to end the shutdown, however it is not expected to become
law.
Tax filing season is expected to begin on Jan.
28.
4. Currently those most affected by the
shutdown are government employees.
According to National Public Radio, more
than 800,000 federal employees, a quarter of
the government, are without pay as the government shutdown continues.

Findings from WalletHub show that the areas most affected by the shutdown are the District of Columbia, New Mexico, and Maryland. The areas least affected are Minnesota,
New Hampshire, and Nebraska
Illinois was ranked 41st on the list of those
most affected by government shutdowns.
Methodology used to find this information
included number of federal jobs in the area,
federal dollars per capita and percent of families relying on SNAP (food stamp) benefits.
5. It is disputed whether or not this government shutdown has the potential to be
the longest in history.
Mueller said she hopes the shutdown will
not last long enough to get to that point.
“I don’t really know how much of what the
president is saying is rhetoric, “ Mueller said.
“Is it just to appeal to his base and make a really strong stance? If that’s the case there may be
more room to compromise.
Mueller said she thinks is important to stay
up-to-date on what is happening with the shut
down.
“It’s important for all of us to follow the
news,” Mueller said. “Use multiple sources to
evaluate the information you’re receiving.”
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-2812 or at
cebrock@eiu.edu.

New water
heating system
installed in
South Quad
By Analicia Haynes
Editor-in-Chief | @Haynes1943
A new water system that will provide hot water on demand to the buildings in the South
Quad was implemented over winter break.
Mark Hudson, the director of Housing and
Dining, said since last summer the university was
working on preparing to do a hot water switch
over for the entire South Quad, a project that
started in the spring of 2018.
He said they visited other campuses to see
what the greatest way to provide hot water was,
and the best solution was found at the University of Illinois.
“So we worked with their engineers to figure
out what we needed (at Eastern) so we ordered all
the equipment,” Hudson said.
Before the project, each building in the South
Quad had its own huge storage tank that keeps
hot water in it, Hudson said, but this method did
not utilize the most current technology.
“These new systems are on-demand systems,
so they can crank out 125 gallons of hot water
a minute per machine,” Hudson said. “You don’t
have to keep 1,000 gallons hot all the time, it’s on
demand so you’re heating up what you’re using.”
WATER SYSTEM, page 5
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Local weather
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Sunny
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White House says
tax refunds will
go out on time
A Trump administration official
says income tax refunds for 2018
will go out on time during the partial government shutdown because
rules will be changed to make funding available to pay them.
Russell Vought, acting director of
the White House budget office, tells
reporters: "The refunds will go out
as normal. There is an indefinite appropriation to pay tax refunds."
The IRS may recall a large number of furloughed employees to process returns — probably without
pay — in accordance with its contingency plans. But with the shutdown in its third week, concern was
growing that hundreds of billions
of dollars in refunds would be delayed until the shutdown ends because funding for them wouldn't be
available.
Vought says the administration is
changing the customary rules "from
past administrations."

Parkey's missed
field goal ruled
to be a block
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Cody
Parkey's missed 43-yard field goal in
the final seconds that gave the Philadelphia Eagles a 16-15 upset win over
the Chicago Bears in Sunday's wildcard playoff game was officially ruled
a block by the NFL.
Video showed Philadelphia's
Treyvon Hester tipped the ball, which
bounced off the upright and hit the
crossbar.
Eagles coach Doug Pederson on
Monday praised Hester, who began
the season on the practice squad, for
having "a big hand in the game" and
the team posted on Twitter it was the
first blocked field goal in the franchise's postseason history.
The Eagles took a one-point lead
when Nick Foles threw a 2-yard
touchdown pass to Golden Tate
with 56 seconds remaining. Mitchell Trubisky drove the Bears into position to win it, but Parkey's kick didn't
go through. Philadelphia plays at New
Orleans next Sunday.

Pritzker seeks higher salaries
to attract top cabinet talent
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Gov.elect J.B. Pritzker wants to offer cabinet members salaries 15 percent higher than current law allows to lure top
talent.
Legislation to bump the salaries of
the agency directors and assistant directors is under consideration in the
General Assembly.
Jordan Abudayyeh (a-boo-DAY'-

uh) is spokeswoman for the incoming Democrat. She says current salaries are not competitive. The Transportation and Corrections department jobs pay $150,000 and would
go to $172,500. The state police director is paid $140,000 and would get
$161,000.
Abudayyeh says prison directors
in California and Texas get about

$265,000. The Texas Transportation
chief makes $300,000. New York is
increasing five cabinet-level salaries to
$190,000.
Another measure lawmakers are advancing at Pritzker's request replaces
members of the Illinois Tollway board
because of questionable spending and
contracting.
Pritzker is inaugurated Monday.

Woman sentenced to life as teen
in 2004 killing granted clemency
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — A
woman who says she was a 16-year-old
sex trafficking victim when she killed
a man in 2004 was granted clemency
Monday by Tennessee's governor and
soon will be released from prison.
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam granted
clemency to Cyntoia Brown, who had
been serving a life sentence but who will
be released on parole on Aug. 7 — exactly 15 years from the date she was first
arrested.
"Cyntoia Brown committed, by her
own admission, a horrific crime at the
age of 16. Yet, imposing a life sentence
on a juvenile that would require her to
serve at least 51 years before even being
eligible for parole consideration is too
harsh, especially in light of the extraordinary steps Ms. Brown has taken to rebuild her life," Haslam said in his statement.
Brown, 30, will remain on parole supervision for 10 years on the condition

she does not violate any state or federal
laws, holds a job, and participates in regular counseling sessions.
Brown's case has attracted national
attention from criminal justice reform
advocates, and the attention amped up
as Haslam's second and final term entered its final weeks. While law enforcement officials had opposed clemency arguing Brown was not justified in killing Allen - celebrities like Kim Kardashian West and singer Rihanna spoke out
for Brown. The governor's office was inundated with thousands of phone calls
and emails from supporters.
"Thank you Governor Haslam," Kardashian West tweeted soon after news of
the clemency decision broke, which was
followed by similar high-profile responses from former Georgia Democratic gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams, actresses Alyssa Milano and Viola Davis.
Brown was convicted in 2006 of
murdering 43-year-old Nashville real es-

tate agent Johnny Allen two years before. Police said she shot Allen in the
back of the head at close range with a
loaded gun she brought to rob him after
he picked her up at a drive-in theater in
Nashville to have sex with her.
However, according to her lawyers,
Brown was a victim of sex trafficking
who not only feared for her life but also
lacked the mental state to be culpable in
the slaying because she was impaired by
her mother's alcohol use while she was
in the womb.
Brown expressed thanks in a statement released Monday by her legal
team.
"I am thankful for all the support,
prayers, and encouragement I have received. We truly serve a God of second
chances and new beginnings. The Lord
has held my hand this whole time and I
would have never made it without him,"
Brown said. "Let today be a testament
to his saving grace."

Man pleads guilty to killing 6 in between driving for Uber
KALAMAZOO, Mich. (AP) — A
Michigan man charged with killing six
strangers between picking up rides for
Uber pleaded guilty to murder on Monday, just before attorneys were set to interview jurors for his trial.
Jason Dalton's surprise move came
more than three years after the shootings,
which occurred over the course of a few
hours in and around Kalamazoo. Dalton
pleaded guilty to murder and attempt-

ed murder over his attorney's objections,
triggering a mandatory sentence of life in
prison with no chance for parole on Feb.
5.
"Yes, I've wanted this for quite a
while," Dalton replied when a judge
asked if the pleas were voluntary.
The 48-year-old Dalton answered
"yes" to a series of questions, admitting
that he shot eight people at three locations. After his arrest, police quoted Dal-

ton as saying a "devil figure" on Uber's
app was controlling him on the day of the
shootings.
Four women were killed in the parking lot of a Cracker Barrel restaurant:
Barbara Hawthorne, Dorothy "Judy"
Brown, Mary Lou Nye and her sister-inlaw, Mary Jo Nye. Rich Smith and his
17-year-old son, Tyler Smith, were fatally shot while looking at a pickup truck in
a dealer's lot.
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PA-100-0606
This new gun law
requires a 72-hour
waiting period on all
gun purchases made in
Illinois. Prior to this law,
handguns were the
only gun that required
such a waiting period.

PA-100-1087
This new law offers
protection to victims
of sexual assault from
being prosecuted
for having illegal
substances in their
systems at the time of
the assault.

PA-100-1000

PA-100-0672
This law requires all
children under age 2
to be placed in a rearfacing seat while in a
vehicle.

This law specifies
that unwanted social
media messages to a
person can be considered stalking.

PA-100-1091
This measure legalizes industrial hemp,
which can be grown
by farmers with the
appropriate license.

PA-100-0792
This law prevents
school boards from
capping the number
of dual credits or
courses a high school
student can take for
college credit.

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | NEWS

PA-100-0857
In response to the
declining populations of rhinoceros
and elephants, this
law bans the sale of
raw ivory. There are
a limited number of
exceptions.

PA-100-0740
This new law allows
police to remove a
dog or cat from an
environment with
extreme temperature, for the safety of
the pet.

PA-100-0949
Under this law, hunters will be allowed
to don pink hunting gear as well as
orange gear.

This information was retrieved from an article published by NPR. Photos were obtained from the Creative Commons.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Bye bye, Bears

Booth Library
can provide
stress relief
for students

Z ACH BERGER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

My winter break was quite eventful
School is back in session, and I for one can’t be any
happier. I love seeing my friends and other familiar
faces across campus once again.
It was nice to be on a break, but I do not like to be
bored for too long or I get stir crazy. Fortunately, my
break was not boring.
My family had a lot of things going on over the
holidays. I got my wisdom teeth taken out, which
went really well, but on that same day my dad broke
his arm getting off a delivery truck at work and had
to have surgery. My mother ended up catching a 10day stomach bug toward the end of my break, which
I fortunately have not caught. My grandpa got a severe case of vertigo and had to go to the hospital. As
you can see, my family is very fragile (I mean that in
a loving way), and we can’t catch a break (no pun intended) because one of us is always sick, injured or recovering from an accident.
After I recovered from my teeth extraction, I took
my driver’s test so I could finally drive my car alone
and bring it to school. I failed the first time by one

K ATE REHWINKEL
point, which was a bummer, but I practiced over the
weekend and then retook it on December 31st and
passed with an 82. I am so happy that I can finally
be an independent adult and do the things I want to
without having to drag along a parent when I want to
hang out with my friends or go shopping.
My New Year’s celebration was the same as it has

been for the past 21 years, sober and single, just the
way I like it. I made resolutions to go to the gym
more, focus on adulting more and take on more responsibilities. By adulting I mean paying for my cell
phone bill, which my mother has been kindly paying
for some time now. I am also budgeting my money
wisely with my wants and needs in mind and am saving money on the side for when I graduate.
I hope everyone had a safe break and didn’t have as
many problems as my family did. Now I am ready to
kick it into high gear and start the semester off strong.
I believe it’s beneficial to get a strong start so you don’t
fall behind and have to play catch up the rest of the
semester. I hope everyone’s first couple of weeks of the
spring semester go smoothly and are stress free, including mine. As for my family, I hope they make it
through the winter without any aches or breaks.
Kate Rehwinkel is a senior management major. She
can be reached at 581-2812 or
kerehwinkel@eiu.edu.

Use your time and make a bucket list
The time has finally come: it is the beginning of my end as an undergraduate student
at Eastern Illinois University. As a freshman,
I never thought this time would come, and
before I could brace myself, it snuck up behind me and now has finally matched my
pace. To fully enjoy it, I have vowed to do
a few things: avoid nostalgia by reminiscing on the past too often, save all the panic I
feel for when I actually graduate, and make
a bucket list.
As a chronic worrier and organizing fanatic, making lists is one of my favorite things
to do. It holds me accountable, and I feel
unstoppable after I cross something off one
of my lists.
I want to make my final semester worth
something, and in order to uphold that
promise to myself, I present to you my underwhelming bucket list. Normally, I try to
aim a little higher, but as a busy college student with a cloud of senioritis above my
head, I need to be realistic.
1. Pet a squirrel on campus (I know this is
ambitious, but I have seen it done before).
2. Take advantage of the free workout

C AROLE HODOROWICZ
classes at the recreation center instead of just
going on the elliptical for 25 minutes and
trying to avoid anybody I know.
3. Read a book on the Doudna Steps and
see if I feel as cool as everyone else who does
it thinks they look.
4. Participate in the Marty’s beer challenge
so I can say I almost had my name in some
version of a hall of fame.
5. Continue to tell every freshman I run
into that Jerry’s is “the move.”
6. Order Chubby sticks (and every dipping sauce, of course) on a regular night

with my roommates and see if it still tastes
as incredible as it does when we order it after a night out.
7. Make sure my house doesn’t get robbed
again (so far, so good).
8. Stop treating my savings account like
a checking account (don’t blame me, blame
the ease of online shopping).
9. Find a new spot in the library so I can
talk on the phone if I want to during a study
break without anyone tweeting about how
“annoying” and “rude” I am for talking on
the phone the library.
10. Be more patient with the people who
ride their bikes on our campus.
Was it as underwhelming I promised? I
hope so. My actual bucket list is still in the
works, but I wanted to emphasize to all of
you how precious and brief the time at Eastern is. And if you’re like me, one of the best
ways to use your time is to plan by writing it
out and acting on it.
Carole Hodorowicz is a senior journalism major.
She can be reached at 581-2812 or
cdhodorowicz@eiu.edu.

Today’s quote:
“You get a new year, you get a new start, you get a new opportunity.”
-Billy Butler

Now that winter break is over, students are scrambling to find their classes and readjust their lifestyles
to fit a college schedule.
The first couple weeks of school, while largely consisting of preparation for the whole semester, can be a
very stressful time for students.
We at The Daily Eastern News think a good way
to manage the stress students feel at the beginning of
the semester is to take advantage of Booth Library’s
amenities.
For one, Booth Library has a number of both spacious and private study areas for students to use during flexible hours.
These spaces are great for students eager to catch
a break from their busy schedules without having to
leave campus, and they also serve as top-notch study
group destinations.
The quiet, comforting abode of Booth Library
makes it a great place for anyone to relax, but that
is just one reason to visit it during the first weeks of
school.
Students can check out books at Booth Library, of
course, but on the fourth floor also lies a huge collection of old and new movies.
Checking out a movie to watch with friends during the first couple of weeks is a fun, easy and inexpensive way to let off some steam.
Booth Library also hosts annual exhibits that are
available all semester long, and they are free to attend.
With these annual exhibits comes a plethora of
fun and engaging events students can attend, but
some of them are not always free.
Booth Library’s spring of 2019 exhibit will be ‘On
the Shoulders of Giants,’ and it opens Jan. 14 with
the official reception on Jan. 24.
This exhibit is all about celebrating the 50th anniversary of the moon landing and highlighting what
everyone else was doing during the historic event via
a documentary showing collaborated between WEIU
and the Charleston community.
Also, Beth Heldebrandt, the Booth Library public relations director, said an astronaut might even pay
Eastern’s student body a visit sometime during the exhibit, which would be awesome.
Attending this exhibit is pretty much a must for
space exploration history buffs, and really anyone
with an interest in the moon landing and the mark it
left on the Charleston community.
Not only do students learn a thing or two by attending Booth Library’s exhibits, but they also get
a necessary moment to breathe during a hectic first
couple of weeks.
If you find yourself struggling during the first couple weeks of school, try visiting Booth Library and
taking advantage of its comforting, intriguing and educational features.
You may be surprised by how much you enjoy
them.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at
opinions.DEN@gmail.com for all
opinion questions, submissions
and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not
publish letters.
Please include your name and
phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call
217-581-2812.
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Pool player

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Nick Nemecek, a junior management major, said he does not
have any resolutions for the new
year.
“I think new year’s resolutions
are pointless and stupid,” he said.
“Nobody ever follows their new
year’s resolutions after January.”
Nemecek said he feels confident
and energized about the new semester after experiencing his first
day of classes in 2019.
He said his advice on getting
through the semester is to refrain
from partying during the week.
Kelly said her advice to students is to stick with their resolutions.
“I think it’s really important to
follow through on promises that
you make yourself,” she said. “Just
follow through and keep a clear
head. If you put stuff off until tomorrow, it’ll never happen.”
Boyd’s advice is to be optimistic
about the semester ahead.
“Buckle up,” he said. “It’s going
to be a fun one.”
JORDAN BOYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Hannah Shillo can be reached at
581-2812 or hlshillo@eiu.edu.

»

Joshua Monier, a freshman accounting major, plays pool Monday night in Andrews Hall. He said it was great to be back for the semester.

WATER HEATING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hudson said as a result this half a $1
million system is more efficient for the
university and also takes care of a lot of
deferred maintenance produced by the
old system.
Aside from just producing hot water,
Hudson said the new system also has
a water treatment plant built into it so
it takes more minerals out of the water
or water softening it, resulting in improved water quality.
Brian Gough, the associate director for facilities and the person behind
most of the planning for the new system, said this will process will help extend the life of equipment in the dining centers as well as in the shower

rooms.
“That is particularly important for a
dining operation because the more calcium you can take out of the water, the
less it fouls machinery,” Hudson said.
“The other thing there should also be
some enhanced water pressure as well.
That will also be well received.”
This source of water and new hot
water system will only be provided for
the South Quad because of its size.
“We did everything in house and
our guys have done an amazing job.
It’s amazing and it looks great,” Gough
said. “This is something we needed.”
The money for the system came
from a project fund that Housing and

ATTENTION FRESHMAN,
SOPHOMORES, JUNIORS,
AND GRADUATING SENIORS!

IT'S

Warbler
TIME!

A limited number of yearbooks are available for
free to graduates in undergraduate programs, so
make sure you reserve your copy of EIU's
award-winning yearbook TODAY!
If you are graduating, and want to be guaranteed
a yearbook, you must order one!
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT:
commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub

Dining has that comes from money
students living on campus paid over
the years.
The project fund is about $4 million, Hudson said, and he said they
want to spend that on projects that are
expected to “enhance the services of the
residence halls.”
This money currently in the project
fund comes from people who live on
campus and pay for housing and dining, Hudson said.
But Hudson said after this school
year there will be more money from the
operating budget that will be able to
feed the project fund further and help
renovate other things in the residence

halls such as replacing old water tanks.
“Our intentions in these projects are
always how to make sure students get
the very best service uninterrupted,”
Hudson said.
As for water tanks and hot water
systems in other buildings on campus, Hudson said each building is different, and they do not need an on demand system such as the new one in
the South Quad.
Gough said that as of right now the
buildings are working within its systems, but the tanks that are providing
hot water to buildings such as Weller
Hall are old.
“If they start to leak, there are cer-

tain ways (the tanks) have to be
patched, and that’s just too expensive,”
Gough said. “They’re older tanks, and
you just don’t want to put that kind of
money into them.”
Gough and Hudson said the university will eventually have to replace
the tanks, something they already did
at McKinney Hall during the summer
of 2018.
Hudson said when these tanks are
replaced in the future they will not be
replaced with an on-demand system
but something that is still efficient.
Analicia Haynes can be reached at
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
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Doyle competes in senior bowl 1 year after surgery
By JJ Bullock
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Surgery.
It’s the word no athlete wants to
hear in their offseason, but it’s the
one that was uttered to Eastern offensive lineman Josh Doyle in the
offseason of 2017 following his junior year.
And it was not just any surgery that would be required for the
6-foot-5, 285 lbs tower of an offensive tackle; both of his knees,
ever-impor tant for a player of
Doyle’s size, needed to be repaired.
Doyle was coming off a junior
season in which he appeared in all
11 games for Eastern on the offensive line, starting two at right tackle. But he had been experiencing
pain while running, and an MRI
after the season revealed that he
had torn a meniscus in both of his
knees.
He had to repair his knees and
returned home to Wisconsin where
he underwent extensive rehab that
led into the summer when he returned to campus.
Not only could Doyle not participate in Spring football following his surgery, he was worried he
would no longer be a shoe-in for a
starting role on the offensive line
for his senior year.
Doyle’s worries however, remained just worries.
No t o n l y d i d Doy l e p l a y i n
his senior season, starting nine
games at left tackle, blocking for
the Ohio Valley Conference’s No.
1 passing offense, but Doyle will
have played in both the FCS Sen i o r S c o u t B ow l a n d t h e F C S
Dream Bowl by offseason’s end.
“Coming off of double knee surgery last season I didn’t know what
to expect going into camp,” Doyle
said. “I just knew it was my senior
season and I wanted to leave on a
high note. So, I worked hard on
performing my craft.”
E a s t e r n’s s e a s o n d i d n o t g o
how Doyle would have liked. The
Panthers finished 3-8, and head
coach Kim Dameron was let go at
season’s end.
“ No t t h e s e a s o n w e w a n t e d
overall,” Doyle said. “It taught
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me perseverance. (To) be able to
get knocked down and keep moving forward with a positive mindset, that’s what I loved about my
team.”
Doyle’s entire last season, and
much of his career, has been defined by that mantra: being able
to get up after being knocked
down. Not only did Doyle recover from double-knee surgery to regain a starting role as a senior on
the offensive line, but he did so
at a position he was not even recruited to play. Out of high school
Doyle was recruited to play defensive line at Northern Illinois, but
after red-shirting his freshman year
he decided it was time for a change
of scenery.
Doyle remained on the defensive line during his redshirt-freshman season at Eastern; he played
in two games and made two tackles. But during his sophomore
season, his football career would
change again when he would move
to the offensive line.
“Looking back is humbling,”
Doyle said. “Coming from defensive line two-and-a-half years ago,
I had to completely change my
play style. But with help from my
coaches and teammates I was able
to have a great career here at Eastern, and for that I’m thankful.”
The FCS Senior Scout Bowl,
however, offered a silver lining to
what would have not only been a
season to forget, but put a punctuation mark on a career where circumstances often seemed to keep
Doyle from having any chance at
a punctuating end like this one.
“Overall (the FCS Senior Scout
Bowl was) a great experience,”
Doyle said. “It opened my eyes to
the next phase of my football career and was good exposure. (I)
talked with agents and some professional leagues. It’s humbling to
get down there and compete with
great talent.”
The exposure is exactly what
Doyle hoped to get if he is going
to get to do what he wants with
the next chapter of his life: get another chance to play football.
“Honestly, I just want another chance to keep suiting up and

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSH DOYLE'S T WIT TER

Eastern senior offensive lineman Josh Doyle poses with his jersey at the FCS Senior Scout Bowl in December.
Doyle started at left tackle for the Panthers this season after having double-knee surgery last offseason.

playing the game that has given
me so much,” Doyle said. “So, I
am looking to continue a pro career.”
An opportunity to begin a pro
career would of course seem like
a fitting next step for Doyle, who
has done nothing but defy odds
during his college career. Few people could have predicted that this

once-defensive lineman, converted to offensive line at a new school
would one day start on the line’s
most important position.
Even fewer people would have
predicted that same player would
recover from double-knee surger y, hold his starting job and
play in both the FCS Senior
Scout Bowl and the FCS Dream

Bowl. But here Doyle is.
So, while many people may not
have Doyle pegged for a pro career, if there is one thing his career in college should tell those
doubters, it’s that it is never safe to
count out Josh Doyle.
JJ Bullock can be reached at
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.
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CONFERENCE NOTEBOOK | WOMEN’S BASKE TBALL

Tennessee Tech topples Belmont in upset
By JJ Bullock
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
The Ohio Valley Conference has already seen more action in its women’s
basketball standings this season than it
did all last year, and it’s only two conference games into the season.
In a year where the conference already
saw its football juggernaut Jacksonville
State’s conference winning streak end
at 36 games., Tennessee Tech delivered
a mighty blow to the conference’s other
powerhouse, ending the Belmont women’s basketball program’s winning streak
at 47 games with a win over the Bruins
on Saturday.
Belmont losing to any OVC school
carries with it a heavy shock factor in itself, but Belmont losing to Tennessee
Tech, who was picked to finish 7th in
the conference, amplifies the upset even
more.
The win for the Golden Eagles could
be a sign that the young team has progressed much faster than anyone in the
conference gave them credit for. Tennessee Tech finished with a 4-14 conference
record last season, starting mostly freshmen.
Golden Eagles head coach Kim Rosamond said before the season that the
team’s abysmal conference record last
year was a result of the team being so
young but was excited about the returns
of most of those young players this season one year older. The team was expected to be better this year than 4-14 by its
peers, but no one would have predicted
that the Golden Eagles would be the first
team in the last 47 tries to knock off Belmont.
Oh, and the Golden Eagles sit atop
the conference with a 2-0 record (10-3
overall).
Tennessee Tech, fresh off its win over
Belmont, is casting a pretty big shadow
of hype over the rest of the conference,
which might be a little unfair in the eyes
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Taylor Steele defends a Fort Wayne ballhandler during Eastern’s 72-63 victory over the Mastodons on Nov. 15 in Lantz Arena. Eastern is 1-1 in conference
play.

of Austin Peay, the team picked to finish 9th in the conference which currently sits with Tennessee Tech in first place
with a 2-0 record.
Austin Peay did not get to its 2-0 start
in quite as exciting a fashion as Tennessee Tech, but the Governors now boast
wins over Eastern Kentucky and Morehead State.
The Governors were a conference

tournament team last season but took
a hit in the preseason poll after they lost
three starters from last season; thus far,
however, it looks like Austin Peay may
have merited a little more respect.
Seven teams, including Belmont,
Eastern and Tennessee-Martin clog up
the middle of the conference with 1-1 records in the first two games.
Eastern Kentucky and a little more

surprisingly Tennessee State have found a
home at the bottom of the standings early with 0-2 records.
Tennessee State forward Tia Wooten,
who was expected to be one of the conference’s best players this season has not
shown the productivity this year that was
expected. Wooten averaged 21 points
per game last season; this season she is
averaging just 12.2 this year on 36 per-

cent shooting.
Morehead State has enjoyed having the conference’s two leading scorers
this season, Aliyah Jeune (19.6 points
per game) and Miranda Crockett (18.5
ppg), who have paced the conference on
offense this season.
JJ Bullock can be reached at 581-2812
or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

3 takeaways from Eastern conference openers
By Dillan Schorfheide
Assistant Sports Editor | @Eiu_journalist

with the performances coming from a
variety of Panthers.

Eastern’s men’s basketball team got an
important, and very dramatic, start to its
conference season by winning its first two
OVC games in overtime.
Both games were back and forth
throughout, with Eastern making important plays in the clutch moments to tie
and win the games.
With 16 conference games still ahead
for the Panthers, these are the three biggest takeaways from the first conference
games that can be expected to be essential
for the team going forward.

This team can score
Five players for Eastern are averaging or are almost averaging 10 points per
game. Wallace leads the team with 15
points per game, Mack Smith is second
with 11.6 per game and Harvey averages 10 off the bench. Shareef Smith and
Rade Kukobat both average just upward
of nine points a game.
Last season, the Panthers averaged 66.6
points per game, and this year so far, Eastern is averaging 73.7. Even in every nonovertime win this season, the Panthers are
averaging better than 70 points per game.
When everything is hitting for this
team, it is lethal for opponents. At times,
though, the Panthers take quick shots on
offense that miss, and the opponents have
turned them into transition points or into
more time of possession.
The Panthers have also hit cold streaks
a fair amount of times in multiple games
that have made them have to fight to get
back into striking distance.
One reason Eastern had to make
clutch plays to get to overtime against
Tennessee-Martin is a five-minute dry
spell the team hit during the last ten minutes of the second half of Thursday’s contest.
More consistency going forward
would be beneficial for the team, and
when it finds that consistency, the Panthers will continue to put up big numbers.

Coming up clutch
After the two games, head coach Jay
Spoonhour said his team has been playing with grit all season, especially in the
last few games.
And it has shown.
The Panthers have proven that they
are comfortable playing in tight spots, as
they are a perfect 4-0 this season in overtime games. But just that record alone
does not show the whole story.
What is promising for the team going forward is how they have multiple
players who have shown they are capable to make the big plays in the big moments.
In a home match against Western Illinois on Nov. 17, freshman Ben Harvey
got an offensive rebound with his team
down 66-65 with 37 seconds left in the
overtime period and made the put back
to give Eastern the lead, which they did
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Shareef Smith puts up a layup attempt as a Fontbonne University defender
defends him during Eastern’s 90-37 victory over the Griffins on Dec. 4 in
Lantz Arena.

not surrender again in the 68-66 victory.
Sophomore Josiah Wallace had the
best scoring game of the season for Eastern on Nov. 24 against Arkansas State
and hit multiple clutch shots to help
Eastern win.
With about a minute and a half left
in the second half, Wallace hit a free
throw to complete a three-point play to
give Eastern a lead, and when the Panthers were trailing by two with two seconds left, he made a shot in the lane to

send the game to overtime.
En route to his total 31 points for the
game, he had 10 points in overtime to
help Eastern win 90-86.
Fast forward to these conference
openers, Shareef Smith made a layup to
send the game into overtime for Eastern, and he and Harvey made key free
throws in overtime to put the game out
of Tennessee-Martin’s reach Thursday.
Point is, the team has been put in
tough spots and has produced wins,

Rebounding equals winning
This adage does not mean that good
rebounding always leads to a victory, or
that even getting more rebounds than the
opponent does.
But for the Panthers, so far, it has.
In eight of the Panthers’ nine wins,
Eastern has outrebounded its opponents.
The only exception was Eastern’s 73-66
victory against Bradley on Dec. 15, when
Bradley outrebounded Eastern 41-29.
But that stat also implies what you may
be thinking: Eastern’s six losses all showed
its opponent outrebounding the Panthers.
In general this season, Eastern is being outrebounded by its opponents; opponents are averaging 38.3 rebounds per
game compared to Eastern’s 35.4.
Eastern finds itself at the bottom of the
conference for rebounding.
The Panthers are 10th in the conference
for average rebounding per game, and they
are ninth in the conference for the average
rebounding they give up to opponents.
Rebounding will have to improve going forward, and with freshman Cam
Burrell coming back from injury, he will
help give a boost in the rebounding department.
Panthers like Rade Kukobat, who is
tied for 17th in the conference with 5.8
rebounds per game, and JaQualis Matlock have been two of the better rebounders thus far, and all three and more will
have to step up in the remainder of conference play.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.

